Creating a Virtual Tour with Goggle Earth and Picasa

1. Open Picasa and it will automatically scan for available pictures.  Stop the scan by clicking the close.  Click on File menu and choose Add Folder to Picasa.  Navigate to the VirtualTour folder on your H drive.  Select the folder and choose Scan Once.  Click OK.
2. Find the folder on the content list of folders on the left side of the screen and click on it.  You should see the pictures on the right.
3. Adding the GeoTag:  Geotag is the process of adding geographical data to a map.  We will add a Geotag to each photo and then place them into Google Earth.  Click Hold button on each of the photos you plan to use.  Once you have all the photos in the Photo tray, go to Tools on the menu and choose Geotag with Google Earth.
4. Google Earth will launch.  In the Search box in the upper left, type in the location for the first picture.  When you reach the Google Earth destination of the first picture, a dialog box for Picasa will appear in the bottom right of your screen.  Drag the map until the crosshair is centered over the location you want to set and then click the Geotag button on the Picasa dialog box at the bottom right.  Repeat the process for each picture and click the Done button when finished.
5. Picasa will then load all o f the pictures into Google Earth and a small thumbnail of each picture will appear on your map.  On the left panel section called Places, you will see a section called Temporary Places with a folder called My Picasa Pictures.  It will have all your placemarks named the same as the photo.  
6. Save the folder by right clicking and choose Save to My Places.  Now you can add more details to each picture.  Right click the picture under the saved folder location and choose Properties.  The Folder Properties dialog box will appear.  Change the name of the folder at the top of the dialog box to a meaningful name representative of the project.  In the description area, type a description of this set of placemarks.

7. Click the View tab and Click the Snapshot Current View button.  Google Earth will add the latitude, longitude, range heading and tilt.  Click OK.

8. For each photo right click on the individual pictures and choose Properties.  Change the name and take Snapshot View.

9. After you have edited the properties of all your photo placemarks, you should test it as a Google Tour.  Click on the top-level folder of your set of placemarks and then press the right arrow (Play button) at the bottom of the Places palette.  This will set your tour in motion and you can see how it adjusts the map to the settings you set for each placemark under the View tab.
